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a real alliance with thinkers radically opposed to us.
Divines tell us that we reject the one possible
basis of morality. To us it appears that we are
strengthening it, by severing it from a connection
with doctrines arbitrary, incapable of proof, and
incapable of retaining any consistent meaning.
Theologians once believed that hell-fire was the
ultimate sentence, and persecution the absolute duty
of every Christian ruler. The churches which once
burnt and exterminated are now only anxious to
proclaim freedom of belief, and to cast the blame of
persecution upon their rivals. Divines have dis-
covered that the doctrine of hell-fire deserves all that
infidels have said of it; and a member of Dante's
church was arguing the other day that hell might on
the whole be a rather pleasant place of residence.
Doctrines which can thus be turned inside out are
hardly desirable bases for morality. So the early
Christians, again, were the Socialists of their age,
and took a view of Dives and Lazarus which would
commend itself to the Nihilists of to-day. The
church is now often held up to us as the great
barrier against Socialism, and the one refuge against
subversive doctrines. In a well-known essay on
" People whom one would have wished to have
seen," Lamb and his friends are represented as
agreeing that if Christ were to enter they would all